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Secretary shall enter into an agreement with the State
of Vermont to provide Federal assistance under this
chapter to the State.

‘“(b) REGULATIONS.—Not later than December 31, 1991,
the Secretary of Agriculture shall publish in the Fed-
eral Register interim final regulations to implement
this chapter. The regulations shall not require each
State’s program to give a priority to the acquisition of
land, or interests in land, that is subject to significant
urban pressure.

“SEC. 1470A. COMPTROLLER GENERAL REPORTS.
““On February 15 of 1992, and on December 1 of each
of the years 1992 through 1996, the Comptroller General
of the United States shall report to the Committee on
Agriculture of the House of Representatives and the
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry of
the Senate, on whether the Secretary of Agriculture is
complying with the requirements of this chapter. The
report shall include information concerning loans guar-
anteed under this chapter and the steps the Secretary
of Agriculture has taken to comply with this chapter.

“SEC. 1470B. SPECIAL RULES FOR ISSUANCE OF
STOCK FOR 1992.

“The Secretary shall issue the stock required to be
issued to the Secretary of [the] Treasury under this
chapter with respect to the eligible State described in
section 1465(c)(3)(A), for fiscal year 1992, on or before
December 20, 1991.”

[Amendment by section 201(b), (¢c) of Pub. L. 102-237
to sections 1466 and 1470 of Pub. L. 101-624, set out
above, effective as if included in the provision of the
Food, Agriculture, Conservation, and Trade Act of 1990,
Pub. L. 101-624, to which the amendment relates, see
section 1101(b)(1) of Pub. L. 102-237, set out as an Effec-
tive Date of 1991 Amendment note under section 1421 of
this title.]

Pub. L. 102-341, title VII, §730, Aug. 14, 1992, 106 Stat.
909, provided that: ‘“For loan guarantees authorized
under sections 1465-1469 of Public Law 101-624 [set out
above] for the Agricultural Resource Conservation
Demonstration Program, $10,000,000. For the cost, as de-
fined in section 502 of the Congressional Budget Act of
1974 [2 U.S.C. 661a], $3,644,000: Provided, That, hereafter,
no other funds are available in this or any other Act to
carry out this program, other than those provided for
in advance in Appropriations Acts, except for the cost
of administering the program: Provided further, That
such limitation shall not apply with respect to the du-
ties and obligations of the Secretary regarding any
loan or note guarantees, interest assistance agree-
ments, or other understandings entered into during fis-
cal year 1992, and the personnel of the Department
shall carry out the duties and obligations of the Sec-
retary, and any other requirements imposed on the
Secretary regarding such Agricultural Resource Con-
servation Demonstration Loan Program with respect to
the loan made and guaranteed in 1992.”

§4202. Identifying effects of Federal programs on
conversion of farmland to nonagricultural
uses

(a) Development of criteria to identify

The Department of Agriculture, in coopera-
tion with other departments, agencies, inde-
pendent commissions, and other units of the
Federal Government, shall develop criteria for
identifying the effects of Federal programs on
the conversion of farmland to nonagricultural
uses.

(b) Use of criteria to identify

Departments, agencies, independent commis-
sions, and other units of the Federal Govern-
ment shall use the criteria established under
subsection (a) of this section, to identify the
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quantity of farmland actually converted by Fed-
eral programs, and to identify and take into ac-
count the adverse effects of Federal programs on
the preservation of farmland; consider alter-
native actions, as appropriate, that could lessen
such adverse effects; and assure that such Fed-
eral programs, to the extent practicable, are
compatible with State, unit of local govern-
ment, and private programs and policies to pro-
tect farmland.

(c) Availability of restorative, etc., information

The Department of Agriculture may make
available to States, units of local government,
individuals, organizations, and other units of
the Federal Government information useful in
restoring, maintaining, and improving the quan-
tity and quality of farmland.

(Pub. L. 97-98, title XV, §1541, Dec. 22, 1981, 95
Stat. 1342; Pub. L. 101-624, title XIV, §1454, Nov.
28, 1990, 104 Stat. 3614.)

AMENDMENTS
1990—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 101-624 inserted ‘‘to identify

the quantity of farmland actually converted by Federal
programs, and’’ after ‘‘of this section,”’.

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS
This section is referred to in section 4209 of this title.

§4203. Existing policies and procedures; review,
etc.

(a) Each department, agency, independent
commission, or other unit of the Federal Gov-
ernment, with the assistance of the Department
of Agriculture, shall review current provisions
of law, administrative rules and regulations, and
policies and procedures applicable to it to deter-
mine whether any provision thereof will prevent
such unit of the Federal Government from tak-
ing appropriate action to comply fully with the
provisions of this chapter.

(b) Each department, agency, independent
commission, or other unit of the Federal Gov-
ernment, with the assistance of the Department
of Agriculture, shall, as appropriate, develop
proposals for action to bring its programs, au-
thorities, and administrative activities into con-
formity with the purpose and policy of this
chapter.

(Pub. L. 97-98, title XIV, §1542, Dec. 22, 1981, 95
Stat. 1343.)

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS
This section is referred to in section 4207 of this title.

§ 4204. Technical assistance

The Secretary is encouraged to provide tech-
nical assistance to any State or unit of local
government, or any nonprofit organization, as
determined by the Secretary, that desires to de-
velop programs or policies to limit the conver-
sion of productive farmland to nonagricultural
uses.

(Pub. L. 97-98, title XV, §1543, Dec. 22, 1981, 95
Stat. 1343.)

§4205. Farmland resource information

(a) The Secretary, through existing agencies
or interagency groups, and in cooperation with



